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NOTES AND QUERIES. 
tlotes. 

Yellow Feveb in Philadelphia, 1799. — The epidemic of Yellow 
Fever in Philadelphia, in the Summer of 1799, was not so fatal as that 
of 1793, and was mainly confined to one section of the city. The fol- 
lowing notices and advertisements appeared in the Philadelphia Gazette 
of September 5, 1799. 

The Philadelphia Gazette. 



THURSDAY, 5th September, 1799. 



By great exertions we are enabled to prefent our readers with a 
whole fheet, the contents of which are full of intereft, and highly 
important. 

Courts of Common Pleas and 

General Quarter Sefflons, for the County of Philadelphia. 

WHEREAS, it appears to the Justices of the Courts of Common 
Pleas & General Quarter Sefflons for the county of Philadelphia, 
that the City of Philadelphia is at prefent afflicted by an infectious or 
contagious Fever, and that there is great probability the faid Fever 
will continue for fome time. — It is ordered that the next Term or 
Seffion of the faid Courts, which refpectively is to commence on Monday 
the Sixteenth day of September next at the City of Philadelphia, be 
held at the School-Houfe or Academy at the village of Frankford, in 
the county of Philadelphia — of which all perfons whom it may concern, 
are to take notice. 

Given under our hands the 29th day of Auguft, in the year of our 
Lord one thoufand feven hundred and ninety-nine. 

John D. Coxe. 
Reynold Keen. 



City Commiffioners' Office, 

September 3d, 1799. 

WANTED immediately, a number of able bodied men, well recom- 
mended for fobriety and watchfulnefs, to act as a patrol or 
additional city guards, during the abfence of the citizens. Apply to 
either of the commiffioners, or at their ftated meeting on Tuefday next, 
at 10 o'clock, forenoon, at High-ftreet ferry on Schuylkill, or the 
conftable of the watch. 

The Stamp Office and Office of Infpection, 

Is removed to German town, the firft houfe above the fign of the 
King of Pruffia. 
September 4, 
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POST OFFICE 

Philadelphia, Auguft 24th, 1799. 

THE public are requefted to take notice, that the Poft Office will be 
removed at half paft 6 o'clock this afternoon, to Market-ftreet, the 
fourth houfe above Eleventh-ftreet, on the north fide of the way; where 
merchants and others are requefted to fend for their letters, &c. as the 
letter-carriers will not, during the prefent calamity, carry any letters 
out after that time. 



An Ordinance 

Authorizing the Mayor to borrow money in anticipation of the taxes of 

the present year. 

Whereas great numbers of the inhabitants of the City of Philadelphia, 
have at prefent removed into the country, by reafon whereof the taxes 
cannot be collected in due time, and it is neceffary that money fhould 
be immediately procured, for the purpofes of lighting, cleanfing, and 
watching the city. 

Sect. I. Be it therefore ordained and enacted, by the citizens of 
Philadelphia in Select and Common Councils affembled, That the Mayor 
of the city be, and he is hereby authorifed and empowered to borrow 
from either of the Banks in the faid city, any fum or funis of money 
not exceeding five thoufand dollars, which is hereby appropriated for 
the purpofes of lighting, cleanfing and watching of the city — for the 
hiring patroles and effecting fuch other meafures as the Mayor may 
deem neceffary for the good government of the City. 

Sect. II. And be it further ordained and enacted, by the authority 
aforefaid, That the taxes affeffed upon the City for the prefent year 
one thousand feven hundred and ninety-nine, be, and the fame hereby are 
fpecifically pledged for the repayment of the fum or fums fo as aforesaid 
borrowed. 

Enacted into an Ordinance at Philadelphia, the third day of Sep- 
tember, in the year one thoufand feven hundred and ninety-nine. 

KEARNY WHARTON, 
Prefident of the Common Council. 

L. S. HENRY PRATT, 

Prefident of the Select Council. 



REMOVAL. 



SIMONS & NICHOLSON, 

REfpectfully inform their Friends and the Public, that during the 
prevalence of the fever in Philadelphia, they have opened a Store 
in German town, next door to the King of Pruffia tavern, where they 
have for fale, a large affortment of 

DRY GOODS, 
By wholefale or retail, on very low terms. 



REMOVAL. 

ROBERT CAMPBELL, refpectfully informs his Cuftomers and the 
Public, that he has removed his Book and Stationery Store from No. 30, 
Cheftnut ftreet, during the prevalence of the ficknefs, to the Upper 
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Houfe in Frankford, directly oppoflte the flgn of the Frankford Stage, 
formerly the Seven Stars, where country merchants and others may be 
fupplied with a general affortment of 

Books and Stationery, 

On the ufual low terms, at the fhorteft notice. 

N. B. Letters and orders, directed to Philadelphia as ufual, will be 
regularly received. 

EDWARD DURANT, 

Has Removed his Counting-Houfe to 
Mr. Samuel Mechlin's, in Germantown, 



Oellers's Hotel in Germantown. 

THE Subfcriber begs leave to inform the public in general, and his 
friends in particular, that he has opened his Hotel in Germantown, 
juft above the Market Houfe; he has provided the beft of liquors of all 
kinds — he will prepare dinners at the fhorteft notice, and on the moft 
reafonable terms. Eefrefhments of every kind to be had at all time3, as 
well as foups every day from 12 to 3 o'clock. 

His ordinary will be as ufual at half paft three o'clock. 
N. B. The Hotel in the City of Philadelphia, will remain open as 
ufual. 

A Coachee will ftart from the faid Hotel in the morning at 6 o'clock, 
for Germantown, and return from thence at 9 — In the afternoon at 3, 
and return at 5 o'clock — where good accommodations will be provided 
for paffengers. 

James Oellers. 



CITY HOSPITAL REPORT. 

September 5, '99. 
Admitted last 24 hours. 
James M'Garill, Water ftreet, near Swedes church. 
Mathew Davis, Northern Liberties, near the Hay-Scales. 
Margaret Davis, do. 

Mary Joint, Arch between Fourth & Fifth ftreets. 
Maria Kelly, Mead alley, between Front and 2d. 
Timothy Donahue, near the Upper Ferry. 
John Stukel, 2d below South ftreet. 
Charles Yoft, do. do 

Died in the City Hospital the last 24 hours. 
James Smith, ill three days previous to admiffion. 
David Wills, ill 1 day previous to admiffion. 
Sally Lamb, ill 10 days previous to admiffion. 

Remaining in Hofpital, 62 

21 of whom are in a ftate of convalefcence. 
Interred in the City Hofpital burying ground, the laft 24 hours. 
From the City and Liberties* 7 

From the City Hofpital 3 

—10 
*One child and one casualty. 

PETER HELM, Steward. 
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ASYLUM COMPANY. 

SALES OF LAND. 
PROPOSALS. 

In writing, for the purchafe of lands belonging to the Company, 
fituate in the counties of Northumberland, Lycoming, and Luzerne, will 
be received by the Secretary, at the Company's office, No. 159, Cheftnut 
ftreet. 

James Gibfon, Sec'ry. 

P. S. Such perfons as make propofals, are requefted to ftate therein, 
whether they will make payments in f hares of the Company (which with 
the arrears of dividend will be received in payment), or in cafh. 



All perfons indebted to the 

late PETER GAUVAIN, merchant, deceafed, are requefted to make im- 
mediate payment, and all perfons having demands againft faid eftate are 
defired to furnifh their accounts, duly attefted, to the fubfcriber. 

Louis de Noailles, Administ'r. 

Rare Swedish Book. — Among the rare Swedish books in the library 
of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, well preserved in the original 
binding is — Latcehjsmj | Budliga Ofning | Jemte | Trostrikt Samtal | 
Med en nogt bedrofwad Sial; | Angaende swar Kenning af vng doms 
Brist och annor Synd I Upsatt | Och vppa thess egen bekostnda | af 
trycket vtferdat | Med | Kongl Maij : ts nadigste frihet | af | Jespero 
Swedberg | D. och Biskop i Skara. | 

Skara ahr 1709. | Tryckt af Domkapitl. Boktryck. A. Kiellberg. | 

Inscribed on a flyleaf is the following record: 

Rebeccah Benzelstierne Daughter of the Reverend father Tranberg, 
and Granddaughter of The Reverend Andrew Rudeman both Swedish 
American Missionarys & both Lov'd and respected — 

A Gift of 

Elizabeth Van der Spegel, 

a First Cousine to Rebeccah and grand Daughter to the Reverend 
Andrew Rudeman 

Anna Fern 
d. 19 Nov. 1717. 

Adolphus Benzelstierne Grandson to the The Author The Right Reverend 
Father in God 

Jesper Swedberg. 

Letter op Henton Brown and Dr. John Fothergiix to James 
Pemberton. 

London 4 th mo. 8 th 1766. 
Esteemed Friend 

We have received thy Letter to us dated the 17 th of 12mo. 1765 and 
the translation of a letter to David Deshler, John & Richard Wistar, 
signed by Casper Kreble dated Oct' 21 8t 1765 relative to the conduct 
of D r Benjamin Franklin, in regard to the stamp act & the execution 
of the trust reposed in him respecting the change of government. 

Perhaps there is nothing more agreeable to minds well disposed than 
to have it in their power to do justice to an injured character, & we 
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have the satisfaction to be able to do this so far as our testimony 
may avail, with respect to the person abovementioned. 

And we can safely aver, from our own knowledge as well as from 
the testimony of many persons here of undoubted character and repu- 
tation, that Benjamin Franklin was so far from proposing the stamp 
act or joining with it in any manner, that he at all times opposed 
it, both in word & writing, tho' in vain, as neither his or any other 
endeavour cou'd influence the then ministry to relinquish the design. 

But if any doubt of his diligence or sincerity in this respect had 
remained, the evidence he gave before the house of commons, on occa- 
sion of the bill for repealing this act, was such as to remove every 
scruple of this kind: For the information he gave the house the distinct 
judicious and convincing proofs he laid before them of the impropriety 
of the stamp act we believe had considerable influence with the parlia- 
ment. 

In respect to the commission with which he was charged from the 
Province of Pennsylvania we can assert of our own knowledge that he 
has endeavoured, both by admitting friendly mediations; & by pursuing 
more vigorous measures when these prov'd unsuccessful to discharge 
his duty most uprightly to his constituents. 

And it shou'd rather be attributed to the singularly unfavourable 
position of affairs both at home and in America, than to the want of 
industry or address that he has not hitherto succeeded in his negotia- 
tions. 

We hope this attestation will fully satisfy D r Franklin's friends, and 
enable them to do his character that justice which we think his steady 
attachment to the interests of America in general and of his own 
province in particular deserves 

We are 

Thy respectfull 

and assured Friends 

Henton Brown 
John Fothergill. 

Two Interesting Letters, Political and Commercial. 

Samuel Bryan to his father, Hon. George Bryan. 

3 d NoV 1785. 
Dear Sir 

I wrote you pretty fully by two Opportunities lately, a person going 
from Major Boyd's to Chambersburg in the morning gives me another 
opportunity. — 

My former letters gave you the state of things here at the time 
of the organization of the House, since then little important has oc- 
curred in the House. — We had expected a warm contest about the choice 
of the Vice-President, the Republican party had M r Hill in view and 
seemed to have it much at heart; we deemed the choice to be the 
more important, as Doctor Franklin from his great age and consequent 
infirmity, will probably attend Council but seldom and therefore the 
Vice President would be the active efficient Officer. The majority we 
appeared to have by the choice of Speaker and Clerk did not discourage 
our opponents from the attempt, for they had 2 or 3 majority in 
Council. This being the situation they thought it their interest to go 
into the election as soon as could be done, before any more arrivals 
from the westward, as most of those expected would be inimical to 
them. On Friday it was proposed in the House to instruct a Committee 
which had been appointed for another purpose, to confer with Council 
respecting the time and place of choosing a President &c, our idea 
was that the election would have been the following week, especially 
as some members of the other party spoke warmly against the measure 
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'till a set of rules had been reported and adopted by the House; how- 
ever at 5 OClock in the afternoon of the same day, we found Council 
had settled every thing for the election to be the next day at 11 oclock 
A. M., the Officers of Government, Militia &c: &c: were all summoned 
to attend the ceremony; what made the matter look the more like 
design and manoeuvre was that the members of Council of our party 
who attended in Council heard nothing of it formally, no motion being, 
no order publickly adopted, M r M c Lene overheard a whisper. The 
advantages to be gained by this covert and precipitant proceeding were 
these I suppose, first they judged a concurrent vote of the House and 
Council would in the then present state of the members in town give 
them a majority, secondly that the Constitutionalists might not be 
agreed upon their man. But an incident happeneu on Friday evening 
that deranged all their plans and made their manoeuvre useless, 2 of 
the western skunks arrived and report added a third, this was a serious 
event and not to be slighted. It induced them to call a cabinet Council 
where it was determined to acquiesce in the appointment of Captain 
Biddle, as it would be of ill consequence to experience a third public 
defeat which the accession of the 3 votes to their enemies made too 
probable to run the risque of. — 

Yesterday the double returns and papers respecting them were on 
motion read, when Mr. Whitehill made a motion which had been previ- 
ously prepared in writing, for the purpose of procuring from Northum- 
berland County by a messenger sent there, all the documents relating 
to the election, The situation of this matter is nearly this; the 3 old 
members had 8 vote3 more than Maclay and others, but the Maclay 
Judges looking over the list of Voter's names in the other district and 
the tally papers, found that the ballots exceeded the names 10; this 
was the cause of the double return. But to obviate this apparent de- 
ficiency, the Judges of the district where it happened have attested that 
12 of the inspectors and Clerks voted after all others had done and 
not thinking it material omitted to enter their names, in addition to 
this the depositions of 5 persons are come to hand who voted and whose 
names are omitted and it is said 4 or 5 more will be procured. 

M r WhitehilFs motion was strenuously opposed, upon the ground 
that the business was of so complicated a nature that the House could 
not on special motion adopt the proper mode of coming to a decision 
on it, that the business ought in the first instance to be referred to a 
Committee. A great deal of finesse was practised, but we had the 
superiority in arguments and after a long and well supported debate 
on both sides the question was carried against the commitment, some 
of our people not seeing the tendency of the motion, supposing either 
mode would answer equally voted for the commitment, yet we had a 
majority of 34 ag l 32— -Our opponents were much impressed at the loss 
of this question. 

Judge Hopkinson has again petitioned this House, to rectify the 
error he alledges to have happened in the Law instituting the Court 
of Admiralty Sessions. The petition was read the 2 d time to day and 
referred to Mr. G. Clymer, M r Hannum and M r Hubley. Some time 
had passed, when M r Fitzimons moved that the Committee be instructed 
to bring in a Bill defining and establishing the Jurisdiction of that 
Court and to repeal all the former laws; — this was opposed by Smilie, 
Whitehill, Finley &c. as precipitate, that the fact was not yet ascer- 
tained that any error had taken place, that even allowing it to be the 
case, the House ought to be satisfied of the propriety of making the 
alteration requested — Fitzimons, Genl. Wayne Geo: Clymer Hannum &c 
urged it vehemently; the question being put there appeared but 19 
for it, This was a sensible mortification. 

Genl Mifflin makes an excellent speaker, he preserves the most per- 
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feet order and decorum, even Genl Wayne is obliged to svibmit, nol 
a whisper or shifting of places during debate or while business is 
going on. 

The family are all well 
Hon. Geo. Bryan. I remain 

Chambersburg Pa. Yours affectionately 

Sam Bryan 

Samuel Bryan to his brother George Bryan {Jr.) 

Philadelphia May 20 th 90. 
Dear George, 

I have received duplicates of your favor of 19 th Feb 5, Ult° & have 
duely attended to their contents. — 

From the best information I find Timber of all kinds is unusually 
plenty at present & that a Cargo of any size may be easily collected. 
Good white oak squared and fresh & clean as you describe may be had 
for £2 per Ton, but this must be observed that the allowance in the 
measurement for defects &c s is not so liberal as with you, indeed the 
difference is very considerable. An* in regard to the white oak boat 
boards they are at £4 per thousand, but they cannot be procured free 
from knots &c a 

The charges attending the lading of Lumber exclusive of the Com- 
mission will not be much, for it comes down the Biver in Bafts, and 
all the expence is the taking it on board from the Bafts. 

As to the Coal answering our market, it is very uncertain & pre- 
carious; it sometimes bears a good price, but it is generally low, so 
much is brought by way of ballast that the importers can afford it 
very reasonable; — it is frequently 1"/ — per bushel, when it is bought 
by private families as a substitute for fire Wood, & as this last article 
was very high for several years past, considerable quantities of coal 
were used in this manner, but fire wood is now & will probably 
continue very low, of course there will be a small demand for coal 
by private families. Coal is a drug at present. The New Castle 
coal is what suits this market best. 

The houses that have shipped Lumber of late are Holmes & Bainy 
and Deaves & Abel, they both bear a good character, but I prefer the 
former, however you probably are fully acquainted with the conduct 
& character. 

Capt. Sam 1 Smith our cousin says New-York is a preferable place 
to this for Lumber, but he can give no particular information. 

The family is in tolerable health & desire to be remembered to you & 
the family in Dublin. 

Dear George, 

Yours affectionately, 

Sam 1 Bryan. 

P. S. The exportation of Wheat & Flour has been enormously great 
principally and indeed wholly for a considerable time past on foreign 
account, the Country is nearly drained. The price of wht. is now 12/6 
to 13 s / — per bush 1 & Flour £3 per barrel. Exchange owing to the 
great shipments & high price of grain has been down at 42 but it is 
risen to 55. — 

S. B— 
Mr. George Bryan, 
Dublin. 



